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Abstract

This study examined the quality of school libraries and
practical ways and means to improve it. Libraries were those of
schools under the Office of Phan District Primary Education, Chiang Rai
Province. Quality components studied were responsible personrel,
financial and budgetary issues, building and materials, management,
and services and activities. Study population comprised all 81 school
admiﬁistrators on active duty during the 1997 academic year. They were
asked to respond to the checklist and open-ended questionnaire.
Collected data were analyzed through application of percentage.

| Findings were as follows :

As regards the issue of responsible personnel, they were of the

opinion that libraries should be run by a committee chaired by the

principal; administrators (principals) regularly supervised and



assessed school library work; librarians be those directly trained as
librarians and not be charged with toc many classroom instruction and
other school-related resfnonsibliti&e as well as be people with good
humen and public relations.

With respect to financial and budgetary issues, concerned
authorities should attempt to provide more budget and place it in a
subsidy category for flexibility purposes; money should be spent on
new library-related technologies and cash-flow and accounting system
properly effected and constantly updated. Library location should be
properly chosen and at a central point, in good condition, sufficiently
equipped meeting demands of users.

Regarding management, services and activities, questionnaire
resporndents were of the opinion that annual operational plans eand
library development projects should be effected ; libraries should
readily make abailable to teachers, students and comminity necessary
statistics and information; students, through instructional processes,
should be encouraged to frequent libraries; public relations and other
relevant activities should be regularly organized with the aim of

pmnbting the use of school libraries.



