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Abstract

This study examined perspectives, models and methods of administering
highland schools with multitribal students with particular reference to Mae-Aeb
Wittaya School under the Office of Chiaﬁgsaen District Primary Education, Chiang Rai
Province. It was undertaken within the context of national past and present efforts in
providing education for tribal students. Theoretically speaking , the study hoped to find
uniquely different perspectives, models and methods both in the specific school under
study and other tribal and regular lowland schools so that they would be specifically
relevant to communities they were located and supposed to serve.

However, documentary reviews and additional interviews with certain
related personnel revealed that in schools with multitribal students they were not
significantly different from those operating in other tribal and regular lowland schools.

Certain government agencies such as the Border Patrol Police, Non-formal Education



Department, ctc. seemed to offer a variety of educational programs for tribal
communities.

However, in essence and because of the predominance of centrally
administered educational efforts, educational provision and services provided by such
agencies were not significantly different either.

Therefore, and as suggested by academics and interviewees, a commonly
held view emerged that to be truly effective and relevant to specific communities
educational perspectives, models and methods must be seriously reformed and tailored
to authentically suit each geographical, cultural and social locality. The study findings,
thus, pose serious challenges for all involved in providing education for tribal schools,
especially those with multitribal students. They must take it as an immediate task to
learn to appreciate the relevance and richness of ideas, principles and theories already
proposed by a number of outstanding academics and practitioners if education reform
ideals will be materialized . Attempts to seriously implement those noble ideas and
principles in multitribal schools may constitute a small step in the long journey. But
success on a grand scale will not be possible without small-scale successes. And it is

worth an effort.



