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ABSTRACT

There are two objective for this study. First is to examine the socio - economic
impacts generated by the ceramic industry in Tambon Dankwian, Chokechai District in
Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Second is to understand the health impacts caused by this
ceramic industry. Information was compiled by questionnaires applied to 81 samples of
business operators who had paid the fee for permit to produce Dankwian entreprencurs.
Analysis of socio — economic impacts was based on descriptive statistics including
frequency, percentage and arithmetic mean. Assessment of health impacts was performed by
using human capital approach to determine the costs of health.

The findings from socio — economic impacts study revealed the majority ceramic
manufacturers earned income in the 60,001-12,000 baht range per year or 186,903.70 baht
on the average which was higher than the 56,283.53 baht annual per capita income of
Chokechai District. The income from ceramic making profession was spent mostly for
household expenditure like food costs and for running the ceramic business, And spent
generally so daily expenses in small sum. Saving predominantly took place in the form

of cash holding in the 20,001-30,000 baht range per year or 27,044.44 baht on the



average, higher than the 5,579 baht annual per capita saving of Nakhon Ratchasima
Province. Debt burden of samples under study was in the 10,001-20,000 baht range per
year or 34,863.64 baht on the average, heavier than the Provincial per capita debt level at
9,607.89 baht per year. Most of the ceramic manufacturers reckoned that the industry
caused the immigration of laborers to the local areas but not the outmigration and they
felt that the industry had generated positive social impacts on their family in terms of
better village reputation, greater pride of their own village, better schooling for children,
better social group forming, improved provision of cares for children and the elderly.

The health impacts as studied by human capital approach indicated that the
economic cost of sickness resulted from ceramic making industry was 3,742.48 baht per
year per person on the average. The total economic cost comprised three components
including direct cost, indirect cost, and prevention cost. The direct cost was calculated to
be 1,290.20 baht per person per year predominantly for in-patient medical care expenses
followed by expenses for medicines out-patient treatment, and for travel. The indirect cost
was valued at 1,866.57 baht per person per year and the most important source of this
cost was the patient’s forgone due to sickness, followed by the income loss of the
patient’s relatives while providing patient cares, and the time cost for travel and waiting
for medical examination of both patient and relative. Meanwhile the prevention cost for

buying safety equipment appeared to be 585.71 baht per person per year.



