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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the living and economic status of Myanmar migrant
workers in the occupational engagement, income, expenditure and welfare aspects, and to
understand the problems associated with their employment and livelihood. Subjects for this study
were 300 samples of Myanmar migrant workers, 50 samples each working in the sub-economic
sector of business, agriculture, construction, domestic helps, fishery and fishery manufacturing in
Tak, Samutsakorn, and Ranong Provinces. The research methodology was both qualitative and
quantitative in natures and the analysis was based on the results of descriptive statistics.

The majority of samples under study were characterized by being 25 year-old on the
average, unmarried, practicing Buddhism, born or previously living in Mon State in Myanmar,
with primary education, being able to speak, read, and write Burmese Language and speak Thai
but not English. They came first time to Thailand when they were 16 years old on the average
with the purpose to find employment, after having spent averagely 2,318 baht cost for traveling to
Thailand .While in Thailand most of them resided with their parents in an average 4-member
household, generally in rented room at the average monthly rent of 1,000 baht. However, those

who worked as domestic helpers in most cases would stay with their employers.



With respect to their employment status, most samples held T.R.38/1 document work
permit card and labor health insurance card. In most cases, they had changed jobs two times
because they wanted to get higher income particularly those in business sub-sector. In terms of
work conditions, Myanmar migrant worker works 27 days a month and 10 hours per day on the
average. The primary welfare benefit they got from the employers was medical treatments under
30-bath public health project. Some workers enjoyed the benefits from lunch provision at
workplace and transportation services to-and-from work. Domestic helpers would have their
lodging with their employers. The welfare benefit, the migrant workers were not covered for was
child education.

On economic status, the Myanmar migrant workers earned on the average 4,588 baht
monthly income, while those in construction sub — sector obtained 165 baht daily wage. In
fishery manufacturing sub — sector, they would be paid 198 bath daily wage on 35 baht/kg raw
materials. The Myanmar migrant workers spent on the average monthly expensive of 3,095.69
baht out of which 34.28% was for food, 17.71% for lodging, 5.76% for utilities,2.67% for travel,
8.70% for childcare, 13.75% for clothing and household items, 1.04% for medical care, 12.29%
for telephone services, and 3.80% for entertainments. On financial status most of these migrant
workers had 3,120 baht saving in the form of cash and 12,431 baht indebtness, averagely.

It was reported that some Myanmar migrant workers and critisms had problems in their
employment such as exploitation by employers, underpaid wage, no education benefits and
overtime works. Regarding their livelihood, problems included crowded living place and no
education support. The samples under study expressed their needs for help concerning higher
wage rates and extension of work permit card validation dates to long term permit.

On job satisfaction, most samples revealed their moderate satisfaction with the aspects of
cares given by Thai government sector, safety in life and properties, public health quality of life
and living conditions, social equity and rights, and educational opportunities. Furthermore, the
study found that most Myanmar migrant workers felt satisfied with living and working in
Thailand due to better living conditions in Thailand. And this has led to the recommendation that

the Thai government establish a clear policy to deal with Myanmar migrant workers.



