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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are to examine the demand for education at diploma level
and the prospective students’ willingness to pay for such education at Phrae Community College.
The samples for this study were 400 students in 2/2010 semester studying at high school level at
various informal education centers in Phrae Province. Questionnaire was used to get relevant
information. The analyses was performed upon the results of descriptive statistics including
frequency, percentage, and arithmetic mean.

Out of the 400 respondents, 304 expressed their desire to pursue further education while
the remaining 96 stated otherwise. Those who wanted to continue their education in most cases
were female, unmarried, aged 31 on the average, living in Muaeng District area, engaged in
either private business or general wage employment, working four days a week or 36 hours per
week, earning averagely 5,487 bath per month. Those under 33 years old, having fixed income,

earning no more than 4,500 baht per month indicated their desire to pursue further education in



the field of computer application for business while those over 34 years old, having irregular
income, earning more than 4,501 bath per month mostly wanted to continue education in the area
of local administration. The reason they chose to attend Phrae Community College was the
relatively lower costs for education compared to other higher learning institutions and they
wanted to take weekend courses. The majority of those who desired to continue study wished to
take courses which contained practicum and which were arranged to be offered in Muaeng
District area other than in other districts of Phrae Province. They also wanted to borrow education
loans for 2,001 bath per semester on the average and were willing to pay 534 bath for tuition and
fees per semester to study at Phrac Community College. However, the willingness to pay for
education varied with the demographic and economic backgrounds of the respondents. Those
characterized as being either under 24 years old, or having fixed income, or having income more
than 6,001 baht per month tended to have higher willingness to pay compared to persons in other
age groups, other occupational groups, and other income brackets. The general level of
willingness to pay in terms of working hours was found to be 1,080 baht per semester for 40
working hours per semester. Apparently, prospective students now under 24 years old or over 34
years old, or having fixed income and secured employment, or having more than 6,001 baht
monthly income expressed their relatively higher levels of willingness to pay for education.

Those questionnaire respondents who stated they did not have the desire to continue
education at Phrae Community College in general were female, unmarried, aged 30 on the
average, residing in Sungmen District, engaged in general wage employment or private business,
working averagely five days per week or 38 hours per week, and having 5,656 baht monthly
income on the average. The main reason for their not desiring to pursue further education at

Phrae Community College was their having work and family burdens.



