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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are firstly to understand the generally characteristics of dairy
farmers in Chiang Mai Province and the overall characteristics of dairy cattle farming, and
secondly to examine the factors affecting the success in dairy cattle farming of the farmers in
Chiang Mai Province. Relevant data and information for this study were collected from 400
samples of dairy farmers for analyses through descriptive statistics and Logit Model application
using maximum likelihood estimates: MLE technique as well as marginal effects investigation.

The study found that the samples dairy farmers in general were characterized as male
(82.75%), age41-50 (48.22%), married (89.75%), primary school graduate (62.25%), having 1-10
years dairy cattle farming experience (57.75%), being member of dairy cooperative (84.25%),
having dairy cattle farming as main occupation (84.25%), and desiring to continue holding the

present main occupation in the future (99%).



The typical characteristics of dairy cattle farming enterprises were found to be starting
dairy cattle farming with 1-5 cattle (46.25%) generally purchasing the animals from source in
Chiang Mai Province, having the present herd size of 21-40 cattle (42.75%), raising crossbreed
with 75% Holstein-Frisian blooded dairy cows (89%), owing the land for dairy cattle farming
(86.75%), using 4 or fewer household member as labors for the dairy cattle farming (94.25%),
generally using own capital and borrowed money for the farming enterprise operation ( 53.25%),
spending 200,001-400,000 baht per year for production cost (31.50%), earning 400,001-600,000
baht per year income from dairy cattle farming occupation (20.75%), getting 1-200,000 baht net
profit each year from this occupation (44.50%) and having dairy cows producing 5.6-10.5
kilograms milkyield per day (48.50%)

The most important key factor to the success of dairy cattle farming in Chiang Mai
Province was found to be the labor input in this livestock raising followed by such factors as
farmland holding, application of knowledge obtained from training and additional study about
dairy cattle farming, the specification of milk cow breed type before the farmers’s purchase of
this livestock for farming, dairy cattle farming experience, annual return to this farming

enterprise, and annual cost of production per cattle per year.



