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ABSTRACT

This study dealt with the socio-economic characteristics of the aging population in
Chiang Mai Province and the economic consequences in terms of income, expenditure and saving
of entering old age. It was based on secondary information as well as primary data collected from
questionnaire interview of 400 samples of aging population in the districts of Muaeng, San
Patong and Sansai which had the three largest numbers of old age persons in the province.

The finding indicated the number of senior citizens in Chiang Mai Province continued to
grow with female being more prevalent than male counterpart at 68.75% proportion. The average
life expectancy was found to be 68.21 years old. Only 3.75% of samples under study had marital
status as single while the majority had children. More than 43% had no education and only 5.75%
obtained bachelor’s degree. The aging population in all three districts shared quite common
characteristics except in the case of Muaeng where the aging females outnumbered those in the
other two and where the old age people were better educated than those living in the suburb that
had the highest schooling attainment only up to secondary education level.

In terms of impact on income the senior citizens on the average received 8,391.25 baht

less monthly income to the 1,980.56 baht level due to being unemployed after retirement from



previous occupations which were the major source of earning. The main occupation before
retirement of the samples under study was farming, 64.75% of them. At the time of this study, the
main source of income was provided by offspring to 47.25% of the old age persons. Children thus
become the most important supporter for the aging parents. By case of district, senior citizens in
Muaeng had two times higher income levels both before and after retirement than elsewhere
basically due to higher proportion of employment in government section. However, this group
tended to work less after retirement compared to old people in the other two districts.

On expenditure the aging population appeared to spend less because some had moved to
live with their children who helped pay for their daily life expenses. However, in most cases, they
had to pay more for medical cares from growing senile after retirement. The medical cares
expenses of as high as 80% of the old age persons were shouldered by their children. The
expenditure pattern was quite similar among samples in the three districts. Nevertheless, senior
citizens in Muaeng District complained more about inadequate income to meet the expenditure
needs after their retirement primarily because of the sharp drop in earning level and the relatively
more expensive cost of living in the city area.

Saving among the retirees happened to drop from the previous 1,015 baht per month on
the average to only 18.75 baht per month due to smaller income and thus no sparing for saving.
Only those who still worked actively could afford saving. The impacts on saving were similar in
all three districts.

The problem of primary concern of the aging population was financial difficulty
(63.50%), health status (17.75%) or family (5.50%). Financial concern occupied more the old in

Muaeng District and health worry inflicted more those in the other two districts.



