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ABSTRACT

This study has two objectives: (1) to study costs and cost compositions of Lampang
Hospital in HIV/AIDS patients treatments before and after the use of antiretroviral drug, GPO-
VIR; and (2) to evaluate the hospital’s benefit of using GPO-VIR among these patients.

Secondary data from medical records of Lampang Hospital were used in this study. A
random sample of 100 HIV/AIDS patients who received treatments from the hospital between
October 2002 to June 2004 were used to estimate costs and benefits of treatments with GPO-VIR
drug. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the data.

On the estimates of costs, costs were broken down into three main components:
medication, laboratory, and hospitalization. The results of the study showed that when GPO-VIR
were used, total costs of treatment per person per year was 26,612.84 Baht, and the ratios of the
three cost components in total costs were 88.08 %, 8.54 %, and 3.38 %, respectively. Before
GPO-VIR was used, total costs were 8,614.00 Baht per person per year, and the three ratios were
25.80 %, 30.37 %, and 43.83 %, respectively. With GPO-VIR treatments, total costs were much
higher due to much higher costs of drug i.e. 23,441.87 Baht with GPO-VIR as against 2,222.85

Baht before GPO-VIR was used. However, laboratory and hospitalization costs were less in



treatments with GRO-VIR. They were 2,272.30 Bath and 898.67 Baht per person per year in
comparison with 2,615.80 Baht and 3,775.35 Baht per person per year before using GPO-VIR,
respectively. Hospitalization costs per person per year were found to be much less in treatments
with GPO-VIR. Number of days of hospitalization per person per year was 1.3 days as against
3.0 days in treatments before GPO-VIR was used. The hospital benefits of treatments with use of
GPO-VIR, were hospitalization cost saving as patients in our sample were found to be less
hospitalized after receiving treatments with GPO-VIR. CD4 count, an indicator of body

immunity, was higher for most patients after receiving GPO-VIR.



