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ABSTRACT ‘

This study has the objectives to (1) understand the characteristics and pattern of bordgr
trade in Tak Province both through the customs and not through customs procedure, (2) identify
problems and obstacles concerning border trade as well as the government’s measures and.
prébl'ems in controlling the smuggling of goods_/bommodities without passing through thle' :
- cﬁétoms procedure nor paying correctly the import tax and duty in Tak Provincial area, and (3)

explore the ideas and the adjustment of the border traders to deal with the strict measures -
exercised by the customs office to control illicit imperts and deal with other government projeéts
- .and policies.

The study was based on primary and secondary information. qu primary information,
questionnaire interview was conducted among a number of relevant border traders and
government officers who had been selected by Simple Random Sampling method and in-depth
interview was also undertaken with the samples from purposive sampling, Furthermore, physical
survey was done by observation technique. For secondary information, documents were surveyed
for data and statistics on trade and on the arrest of illicit imports made by the customs officers in

Tak Provinctal area.



It was fo.und that the border traders under study had faced with general problems and
obstacles concerning border trade. Such as the limitation of import or export of certain goods the
inconvenience resulted from the closing of border check point, the problems about
communication and transportation infrastructure, the collection of border crossing fee either
official or non-official undertaking when transporting goods across the border, and the
inconvenience in surface communication. In terms of difficulties arising from legal and
government measures, the border leaders confronted the trouble getting certain kinds of goods
through the customs formality, and the problem in the lack of cooperation between private and
government sectors, The difficulty in controlling the smuggling of goods into Tak Prdvincial area
appeared to be associated with the inadequate staff and necessary tools and equipment; and with
'thé pérmit or ceﬂiﬁcétfon for the iiﬁpoﬂed goods as well as the issue of copy right vibla?ion.

Among the sampled ﬁ_aievant goverﬁment officers, they faced the problems in the lack of
cooperation between private and ‘government sectors, the inconsistency in the p'olicy-/ goals of
different government agencies, - the difficulty understanding the languages used in business
transaction, and the problem concerning annual business income tax calculatioﬁ due to high
_import tariff rates and overestimation of prices which were used as the basis for tax/duty/tariff
calculation.

| From in-depth interview and direct observation, the important issues were found to be
“the narrow means for intematio_nal transportation, the high transportation cost due to the
payments for border passing._and for the protectors, the arresting situation in the trading partners’
'cbuntry due to internal ﬁas and political conflict, the periodical closing of border, the
‘ uh'favorable rule and regu!ations exercised by the trading partners due to instability problem, the
rejection of the Burmese cﬁrrency in the foreign exchange of commercial banks, and the
goverﬁment officers exploited the legal loopholes for their own benefits. Emerged from the
result§ of this study are the advice that the relevant laws should be amended to be consistent with
~ the border trade behavior. the Thai government should implement the coordition of border trade
'detaills and information for relevant government agencies to prevent task duplication and trade
barriers and it should also build a constant good relationship with Myanmar government and

other countries in the Mekong sub-region to ensure the sustainable development of border trade.



