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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are to identify factors affecting the potential applicants’
choice for one-year Master of Economics program at Chiang Mai University and to understand
their attitudes towards this program. Data and information are collected by questionnaire
interview of 377 observations, identified by purposive sampling technique, of senior year students
of six universities and one college in Chiang Mai Province including Rajmankala, Chiang Mai,
Maeloe, Payap, and Rajabhat Univesity and Far Eastern College. Analysis is based on the results
of descriptive statistics and Logit model application.

The findings indicate male and 22-23 years old bachelor’s degree graduates are more
likely than females and those in other age groups. This program appears most appealing for
potential applicants from Payap University, followed by those from Chiang Mai and MaeJoe
University, respectively.

No less than 50% of the observations under study are found to have their major
educational background in the fields of marketing, engineering, economics, sciences, and
computer business. Those who have minor subject in commerce are more likely to choose this

program compared to students having other minor subjects. Most potential applicants come from



family in business or commercial profession with average family monthly income of 20,001-
30,000 baht.

Those who determine to study in this one-year program indicate they have spent time
and money for recreational activities more than academic concerns.

Application of Logit model provides a conclusion at statistically significant level that the
primary factors affecting the potential applicants in this one-year program are interest in the field
of economics, contentment with one-year study program, having residence in Chiang Mai, and
anticipation to complete the degree within one year.

The results of this study can be applied for designing the curriculum improvement or
development plan such as the plans to publicize the program directly to the targeted group of
students and invite them to attend seminars and meetings to draw their interest in Economics, to
inform the public about the number of graduates produced from this program each year, and to
add courses or course contents to be more professional oriented.

It is recommended that further studies be undertaken to cover additional influential
factors, potential applicants from other provinces, and the graduates’ satisfaction after completing

this program.



