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ABSTRACT

This study has the objectives to identify the factors contributing to the likelihood of
high school students to decline the privilege of getting university admission in quota system in
Northern Development Region, to analyze the problems of such decline, and to provide advice on
remedial measures for Chiang Mai University. The investigation was based on information of
10,898 qualified candidates who had passed the written examination for admission in the quota
system for 2002-2006 academic years. The analyses were based on the results of descriptive
statistics and logit model application.

It was found 3,153 admission grantees or 28.93% of the total number declined to
take their seats in the offered faculty/college. Among those who declined 32.27% had their high
school background in the sciences-mathematics field, 35.50% got admission into their second
choice of preference, and 35.52% got admission into faculty not related to their high school
educational background. By domicile origin, the majority or 56.47% came from the Lower North.
By faculty to be declined, the most cases or 34.44% were admitted into faculties in sciences and

technology fields. The primary personal reason underlying the decline for quota admission was



desire to enter university through the National General Admission System, followed by the desire
to study in institution other than the one he/she was previously granted the admission.

The results of logit model application revealed that students having high likelihood
to decline the seats from quota admission were those who had better examination results than
average, had background in sciences-mathematics field, got admitted into faculty not related to
their high school background, lived in the Lower North and got admission into the faculty of
science, faculty of economics, faculty of social sciences, faculty of humanities, faculty of
education and faculty of agriculture. Students having lower likelihood to decline were those who
graduated from provincial schools and got admission into the faculty of medicine, faculty of
dentistry, faculty of pharmacy and faculty of veterinary medicine. The results from logit model
application provided 74.28% of predictive accuracy.

The analysis of marginal effect found if student had sciences-mathematics
background, got admitted in to the faculty which was his second choice, got admitted into the
faculty not related to his educational background, got one mark higher than the average score, the
likelihood to decline would increase by 23.94%, 15.13%, 3.92% and 1.35% respectively. By
domicile origin, if student had residence in the Lower North, the likelihood to decline would
increase by 25.51%. Meanwhile, the likelihood to decline would decrease by 2.75% if the student
could be described as provincial school graduate. By faculty, the likelihood to decline would
increase by 18.37%, 17.59%, 16.06%, 14.44%, 12.89% and 11.43% if the student got admission
into the faculty of science, faculty of economics, faculty of social sciences, faculty of humanities,
faculty of education and faculty of agriculture, repectively. Meanwhile, the likelihood to decline
would decrease by 39.58%, 22.73%, 15.19% and 13.80% if the student got admission into the
faculty of medicine, faculty of dentistry, faculty of pharmacy and faculty of veterinary medicine,
respectively.

Recommendations for University of Chiang Mai emerged from this study results
include score weighting to place importance on the order of admission choice, reduction in
number of choices or increase in application fee for the second choice, limiting the choices to
comply with educational background, imposing the fine to compensate for the loss incured by the

University as the result of the expected student declining the offer of admission, coordination



with other universities in admission procedures, and increase in the number of students in waiting

list for faculties that experience high rate of admission decline.
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