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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to analyze students’ selections and factors influencing
these selections of private vocational schools in Mueang District, Chiang Mai Province. Primary
data were used and collected from a sample of 348 first year students who enrolled for higher
vocational diplomas at 8 private vocational schools in Mueang District of Chiang Mai Province.
Simple statistics such as percentage, mean and standard deviation, and Chi-square were used in
analyzing the data.

The results of the study showed that most students were female, 19 years old on
average, and had attained vocational certificates, especially in commerce. Most students were
from outer districts of Chiang Mai Province. The occupation of their parents was general
laborers. Most students get financial support from their parents and loans from the Government

Education Fund.



The results of the study showed that the students’ selection to continue their studies in
vocational schools were of their own preferences. The most given reason to choose the schools
they were currently enrolled was they were able to pay school fees in installments. Commercial
courses were mostly chosen because most students thought that after completing the courses they
would be able to use the knowledge gained to set up business of their own and putting them in
better position when come to employment application.

Chi-square results showed that chosen courses currently enrolled were statisticaly
significant related, to expected future employment. While students’ household income was
found not to be related, with statistical significance, to the selection of the school they were
currently enrolled.

On the study of internal and external factors influencing the students’ school selection.
The results of the study showed that among internal factors, factors relating to study process
was the most important, especially for schools that had good system of reporting students’
progress to their parents regularly and look after students well. Next important internal factors,
in order of importance, were curriculum, school personnel, physical environment, location, fees,
and market promotion, respectively. For external factors, the most important factor influencing
students’ school selections was economic condition. Other important factors, in order of
importance, were rapid changing modern technology, greater numbers of admission of new
students of government owned universities, parents’ value of preferring to send children to

prestigious private schools, and higher price level, respectively.



