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Abstract

. Good physical condition is needed to prevent illness. when a person
is sick .they need to get health services by skilled medical personnel. However,
medical care for each person depends upon socio—economic condition of each
individual.

The three objectives of the study of demand for health services in
Lamphun Province are; firstly, to study general characteristic of persons
who received health care services . Secondly, to analyze factors affecting demand
for health services. And finally, to study income and price elasticity of demand
for health services.

This study covered 207 samples in Lamphun province. The
purposive sampling technique is applied to patients who received health services
at both public and private hospitals. The analysis of data is done by using

descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis (MRA) techniques.



The results of the study show that mostly of most patients are 14-
45 years of age. Level of education comprises lower secondary school (prathom
1- mathayom 3) ,majority are married and working in private company. With
regard to sex of patients, there is no significant differences between male and
female. Household income per month mostly less than 10,000 Baht and health
services expense per annual is less than 5,000 Baht. Most patients are not
insured, not reimbursible from employers, they are not members of public health
care securities or social security fund .

Linear equation analyses show that, factors which are directly
related significantly to demand for health service are household income per
month ,health care expenses redeemability, level of education and price of health
SErvices.

The result of on demand and income elasticity using Log function,
found that income and price elasticity of demand for health services is
0.3079170 and - 0.1450236. Income elasticity show that health services is a
normal and necessary, varies directly with income but inversely with price. The
low price €lasticity shows thathealth is necessary goods.

However this study focus on demand for health services that are
really needed, it does not include sickness prevention. So it does not cover
factors affecting the demand for good health such as, knowledge on heaith
practice, diet and community health services supply in the area. Suggestion for
future study may include both curable and prevention demand of health

services in order to analyze consumer behavior more completly.



