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ABSTRACT

The objective of this independent study was to examine the opinions of dried longan
entrepreneurs in Lamphun province towards projects and promotional strategy of whole dried
longan processing. From 135 respondents of dried longan entrepreneurs, they were 40 years old
or above who had conducted business for more than 10 years. The educational levels were varied
from primary school to Master degree. Most of the respondents used steam ovens for drying of
longan which was followed by kiln dryers. Only a minority used both types of driers.The majority
of the respondents recognized this project since the first year in 2009 through private networks
such as Lamphun chamber of commerce and dried longan entrepreneur society. In addition, the
majority had the highest level of project understanding in seven aspects, such as supporting of
loan for circulation of capitals in business, supporting from agriculture supporter committee, the
subsidization of interests rate at 3% per year, the subsidization of first year interest which was
considered on an annual basis, submission of loan application for the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives alone, and the condition of purchasing fresh longan at a stipulated price
by the project. The most important reason for joining this project was to acquire circulated capital
for the business. Most of applicants received project loan since 2009. The principal reasons for

not participating in the project included the delayed operation of the project which was not



corresponded to the production period and the lack of information for project participation. In
term of the project suitability, the respondents voiced two types of opinions, namely, acceptance

and uncertain.



