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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study attitudes of farmers in San Sai district, Chiang
Mai province towards organic farming with Good Agricultural Practice (GAP). A questionnaire is
used to collect data from 136 samples which are farmers of organic farming in 3 sub-districts
namely Mae Faek, Nong Yaeng, and Pha Pai in San Sai district. The data is analyzed and
described by descriptive statistics as percentage, frequency, and mean, with a confidence level of
0.95.

The study considers 3 compositions of attitudes of farmers in San Sai district , Chiang
Mai, toward organic farming with GAP, which are knowledge and understanding, feeling, and
behavior. The research findings are as follows.

In the aspect of knowledge and understanding, it is found that the farmers had very good
knowledge and understanding towards organic farming with GAP. They knew and understood
about water use in farming, cultivation areas, chemical use, product storage, note-taking, but still
lacked understanding about production harvest.

In the aspect of feeling, the farmers had good feeling towards organic farming with GAP.
They felt that good-quality production would be required by the market, so it was worth investing
to make the production safe for consumers. The production could also be investigated

retrospectively; the farmers had better quality of life; and there were no adverse effects on the



environment and living things. However, the farmers still felt that the organic farming with GAP
was a hard thing to do.

In the aspect of behavior, it is found that the farmers had good behaviors regarding
organic farming with GAP. They followed a practice of crop rotation, soil management, use of
legally registered chemicals, note-taking about chemical use and cultivation, use of chemical
protection suits, production harvest in the period that was safe from chemicals residue,
management of environment in and out of cultivation beds, provision of areas for chemicals
storage, dispose of rubbish in cultivation beds, and provision of separate cut-up and packaging
plants. For note-taking, document collection, right use of production technology, and readiness in
publicizing the knowledge to other farmers, the farmers had only average behaviors regarding
these practices.

For severity of problems that are obstacles for organic farming, it is found in a high level.
The most severe problem was finding of disease carrying animals in production storage areas,
followed by farmers’ neglect of taking note about cultivation, finding of lots of pests in
cultivation areas, farmers’ failure to comply with production control plan for quality control,
finding of pollution in water resources near cultivation areas due to waste from industrial plants,
farmers’ failure to harvest production at an appropriate time according to the production control
plan, discontinued training from government agencies, finding of residues of chemicals and
harmful substances in soil, farmers’ lack of understanding in discipline and concept of GAP due
to shortage of clear information, and use of chemicals and harmful substances in nearby areas.

Suggestions from the study are that related parties, both individuals and organizations,
should promote organic farming with GAP by giving knowledge to farmers, in order to put it in
practice. An example of organic farming with GAP that provides better returns than ordinary
farming should be raised to persuade and attract farmers. Moreover, the government should
launch a project to provide crop seeds and fertilizers for farmers, while the private sector should
support drilling of artesian well for farmers to use in cultivation. In addition, both the government
and private sectors should play an important role in sending officers to investigate contaminants
in cultivation and give solutions to farmers. Furthermore, trainings and operational seminars

should be held by both the government and private sectors to give clearer understanding and



knowledge about organic farming with GAP to farmers, so that they can comply with the practice

and publicize it to other farmers and those who are interested.



